Welcome to the Level 8 Course Web Page!

 English level 8 is the highest-level course in an eight-level programme 
for members of the United Nations community in New York. 

  


[image: image1.png]


  "It's not that I'm so smart - It's just that I stay with studies longer."    --Albert Einstein

	Week 1
	Week 3
	Week 5
	Week 7
	Week 9
	Week 11

	Week 2
	Week 4
	Week 6
	Week 8
	Week 10
	Week 12

	Study Schedule

	Week 1  theme
	Vacations and Retreats: A right, a privilege or a need?

· Tell and listen to stories about vacations

· Take notes and summarize description and share it with the rest of the class

· Organize information from general to specific

· Notice the order of adjectives in descriptive sentences

· Use adjective clauses

· Read the article on the trend toward increased vacation time in European countries (Wall Street Journal article) 

· Replace unfamiliar words in article with synonyms

· Discuss vacation time and working conditions in different countries

· Write a summary of working conditions in your country and tell if you are satisfied with them or would like to see them changed



	Week 2   theme 
	Ways to de-stress and get away from it all
· Read articles on ‘Urban Retreats” and art spaces and answer the questions, underlining the place in the respective articles that justify your answers

· Discuss which of the retreats you would prefer to go to.  Do you have a special place in New York that is your own personal “urban retreat”, your place to get away from it all

—how to talk about art in New York, Headway, page 64-65

· Discuss works of art on p. 65—What country do you think each painting comes from and why?

· How would you describe each painting?

· Write some comments on each of the paintings (see exercise page 65)

· Write a description of an “urban retreat”  If you don’t have one in New York, write about a place (anywhere in the world) where you would like to go to relax and “de-stress”.

· Writing assignment—page 70

· Exercises: page 71-73

           exercise 1 Adjective order
       Do ‘Grammar Reference
       2 Adverbs with two forms: Practice[image: image2.png]
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	Week3  

 theme 
	Describing what we treasure and its significance

· Describe the treasures shown on the page and discuss why their owners might treasure them:  

· In class exercise, page 72:

· Adverbs and expressions of opinion
        Practice, Page 73, Revision

       Order of adjectives, p. 71

  Describe a treasured possession (either on p. 70 or one of your own)

· Vocabulary review of all words that came up since the beginning of the term

· PC diaries: show a sample page or two from your PC diary

· Writing exercise on gerunds (hand-out from UN textbook)



	Week4  

theme
	 Thinking about regrets and “roads not taken” 

· Alligator River Story—past conditional

· Discussion reviewing modal past

· In-class writing on the character in the story you consider the worst and why

· Read Robert Frost poem, “The Road Not Taken”

· Headway, page 74-75

· Discussion of different ‘crime’ articles deciding if the punishments fit the crimes 

· Homework—write a paragraph or two explaining the sentence you chose for one of the reported cases and justifying your choice

· Tell what you think different people in the story should have done

· Tell what would have happened if characters had behaved differently

· Tell about some things in your own life that would have worked out differently if you had taken different actions

            Read p. 76

· Do pre-reading task, Reading and Matching exercise

· Writing assignment: Write a composition explaining whether or not  you think the sentence given fits the crime

· Homework—p. 82--83, (preposition) practice, “2: Conditional Sentences”



	Week5 

 theme 

Week 6 theme

Week 7
	Listening when you don’t want to listen:

· LPE Practice:  Listening portion of the exam: statements, dialogues, new items, interviews

· Note-taking to promote listening

· Preposition awareness

· Preposition review, exercise, p. 82

· Revision exercise: two-word verbs with “get”, p. 83

· Language Study exercise, p. 112

· Writing exercise: levels of formality, p. 114

· LPE Practice and preposition awareness

Considering everyone’s rights

· Reading practice: Read article on new proposed anti-smoking legislation in New York

· LPE practice: in-class writing exercise (hand-out: choose one of the three questions and write a 200-250 word composition in response

· Movie scene: The Heiress
· Discussion exercise: parent’s rights vs. child’s rights

· Emphatic word order, p. 

· Writing  exercise: choose one of the ‘agree/disagree’ statements and write two to three paragraphs explaining why you agree or disagree 

· Note use of prepositions in film dialogue

· Preposition exercise (hand-out)

· Preposition list (hand-out)

· Homework: revise LPE-practice writing exercise, incorporating corrections and further developing with more examples

Our Neural Diversity

Read pages 116-120 , Problem-Solving’ in ‘Headway

Read hand-outs, “What’s Your Learning Style?”

Write at least five new words or expressions into your ‘Vocabulary’ file in your “PC’ diary, using some visual markers (pictures, colored text) to help you.  Please e-mail these to Pat so she can add them to the ‘class dictionary’

Watch another segment of the film, ‘The Heiress and review new vocabulary, discuss ‘agree/disagree’ statements




