The Interpreter

segments 2 and 3
Listen for the following lines and expressions in the film dialogue:

“Zuwanie was once a good man.  They all begin as liberators, and then 20 minutes later, they’re as corrupt as the tyrants they overthrow.”
“He’s been yelling about Zuwanie being a madman and the UN not doing enough about it.”
“It’s a con” (a deception)

(expressions: “a con man”, “a con job”)

a polygraph test (a lie detector test)
“I thought she was supposed to have perfect pitch”
“Whispering” has no pitch.

“The results are inconclusive”
“Is it possible you could identify the voice if you heard it again?”
“Vengeance is a lazy form of grief.”
Set directions

keys jingling

answering machine beeps

clears throat

Discuss the following questions with your group:

1) Why is Silvia given a lie detector (polygraph) test?

2) When does Agent Tobin (Sean Penn) say that Silvia will know the results of the test?

3) What are the results of the test?

Some “guess” questions

4) In which part of Manhattan does Silvia live?

5) Why does Silvia seem to become upset when she sees Nils Lud, President Zuwanie’s Chief of Security?
6) Is Tobin right to be suspicious of Silvia?
7) Does Tobin seem to have a happy personal life?

8) Which scene or character in the movie was particularly interesting to you?  Explain why.

